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Let them make x me a antut, that i: may dwell 
9 them. 
Ts Exod. 25.8 


In al places where I record my name, I will come 


| unto thee and 1 will bleſs thee. | 
' Exod. 20, 24. \ 
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Matt. 18. 20. 
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WHERE TWO OR THREE ARE GATHERED TO- 
GETHER IN MY NAME, THERE AM 1 IN THE 
MIDST OF THEM. 


OS . 
. 


W IT H heart-felt pleaſure, I entered theſe 
walls to-day; and now attempt the delight- 
ful taſk which lies before me. My hearers will give 
me credit when I add, that my pleaſure is rather 
augmented than diminiſhed, by a perſuaſion in my 
own breaſt, that the generality of them feel as I do 
on the preſent occaſion. Perhaps, my Brethren, 
: you are now recolleQing the uncomfortable ſtate 
in which you were circumſtanced, the laſt year at 
this time ; when you hardly knew how to attempt 
the buſineſs of this building, which is now ſo hap- 
pily accompliſhed. Raiſe your Ebenezer. Hither- 
to the LoRD hath helped you. Good, ſupremely 
good 1s he; and let his glorious name for ever be 
adored. I call both upon you and myſelf, to ſur- 
vey this place of Worſhip, not fo much as it is a 
monument of their pious zeal, who have ſo cheer- 
fully lent an helping hand in the performance of ſo 
good a work; but rather, as it is a diſplay of that 
divine goodneſs which inſpired their breaſts with a 
zeal fo facred. From that bleſſed ſource have pro- 
ceeded all the good things that men or Angels ever 
have attempted. The Lox is as really the author of 
every good and virtuous work, as he is the Giver 
of every good and perfect gift, The Church under 
n the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the New Teſtament diſpenſation may ſay, with as 


much propriety as that under the old, © Lo Ro thou 


* haſt wrought all our works in us.” Iſa. 26. 12. Yes, 


it is Gop that worketh in us, both to will, and to 


do, of his good pleaſure ; and therefore, the more 


we do for him, the more we are indebted to him. 


Bur to proceed to the bufineſs before me, which 
being {omewhat new in this neighbourhood, I am 
particularly deſirous, that it may not be miſtaken. 
Permit me therefore to inform you, that our com- 


ing together, to open and ſet apart this place for the 
purpoſes of religious worſhip, 1s not under any pre- 


tence that we or any human beings under Heaven, 


call them Biſhops, Popes, or what you pleaſe, are 


able to convey the leaſt degree of holineſs either to 
this or any other ſpot of ground ; no, not by any 


devices whatſoever, We entertain juſt as high an 


opinion of holy earth in ENGLAND, as we do of holy 


water in FR ANR, and no higher. The holineſs of 


unconſcious elements is regarded by us, as the pi- 
tiful, uſeleſs, if not iniquitous fancy of fallible men. 

To inculcate the idea of ſuch imaginary ſanttity, 
would be. in us, a ſad attempt, not only to impoſe 
on the 1gnorance and credulity of weak minds, but 
at the ſame time groſsly to inſult the good ſenſe, and 
infringe the liberty of thoſe perſons, daring enough, 

in ſuch ACT to think and Judge for themſelves, 


Uxpzr the Old Teſtament, both perſons, pla. 5 
ces, and many other things Were ſolemaly conſe- 
crated 


£59.34 - 

crated for thoſe ceremonial ſervices which the Gos 
of Heaven had appointed; which, ſome think, 
might denote: the ſolemn ſeparation of Jxsvs 
Crx1sT and his followers, to the ſervice of Gop; 

but now the great. antitype and ſubſtance being 
come, the ancient types and ſhadows are all with- 
drawn; as ſuch, the conſecration of Churches, 
church-yards, and ſacramental veſſels have no war- 
rant, that we can find, in the New Teſtament; and 


therefore we conclude, that they bave been derived 
from the Man of Sin.“ 


: 5 in which to aſſemble for the worſhip of 
Gov are very deſirable, and thoſe are the beſt which 
are beſt calculated for that purpoſe. Wherever 

they 


— 
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—_— 


"CE" 


Dr. Cavs, in his account of primitive Chriſtianity, ob- 
ſerves, that Churches being built and beautified, ſo ſar as 
conſiſted with the ability and ſimplicity of thoſe Days, the 

_ . Chriſtians ſought to derive a greater value and eſteem upon 

them by ſome peculiar Confecration ; for, adds the Dr. the 
wiſdom and piety of thoſe times thought it not enough bare- 
ly to devote them to the public ſervices of Religion, unleſs 
they alſo ſet them apart with ſolemn rites of formal Dedica- 
tion. This ſays he, had been an ancient cuſtom both amongſt 
Jews and Gentiles, as old as Solomon's Temple ; nay, as 
Moles and the Tabernacle. But mind what follows. When 
'twas firſt taken up by Chriſtians, is not eaſy. to determine. Only 
I do not remember to have met with the foot-ſteps of any ſuch thing 
in any approved writer, bill the reign of Conſtantine, Now as 
this great ſearcher into antiquity has ſo very little to offer in 
favor of Conſecrations; and as Jesus Cur1sT and his Apo- 
ſtics have ſaid nothing at all in their behalf, we think our- 


ſelves juſtifiable in ſetting our faces againſt thoſe who inſiſt 
on their ablolute neceſlity, 
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LYSIS” - 
they are neceſſary, we muſt do all we can to pro- 
vide them; and when provided, to have the word 
of Goo faithfully preached in them, and his ordi- 
nances duly adminiſtered; Thus may we hope for 
lis preſence and bleſſing, who hath ſaid, Exod. 20. 


24. In all places where I record my name, I will 
come unto thee, and I will bleſs thee. And again 


in the words of our text, Where two or three are 
guthered together in my name, there am I in the 


midſt of them. Precious words! Sing O ye Hea- 
vens; ſhout ye lower parts of the earth: Break 


forth into ſinging, ye mountains, and foreſts, and 


every tree therein; for the LORD Jrsvs CRRIST 
hath ſaid, Where two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in my name, there am I in the midft of them. 
While ſuch declarations found in our ears, we may 


baniſh ſorrow from all our hearts, and ſhout aloud 
for Joy. The Lox Jzsvs ſpake the words as one 
having authority, and not as the Scribes. Let us 
conſider the dignity of his perſon, and we ſhall not 
doubt the truth of this moſt gracious declaration. 


He would not promiſe what he could not perform. 


And, having once made a promiſe, he will always 
make it good. - 


I will endeavour to point out, 


In ſpeaking further on the text 


I. The gathering together intended therein : 


II. The purpoſes for VERD JIxsus will be there 
preſent: 


III. Some "= DIY Jeducible from the whole. 
I. Ir can hardly be neceſſary to obſerve that it is 


not every gathering together which 1s here meant. 


There 
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There are aſſemblies into which our foils maſt not 
come: Affemblies to which our honor muſt not be 
united. We read of aſſemblies of Mockers, and of 
treacherous Men: Jeremiah preferred the lodgin, 
place of way faring men in the wildernels, to lach 
ſocieties. Alas! it is more common for the multi- 
tude to afſemble together for carnal, than ſpiritual 
purpoſes: But, we muſt not follow a multitude to 
do evil. I doubt, the age in which we live, too 
much abounds with meetings together, which are 
not for the better, but the worſe.” The calling of 
| . ſuch aſſemblies, by advertiſements which we often 
| | read, and the crowding to places of diverfion which 
we ſometimes behold, may entirely ſuperſede the 
. neceſſity of a further explanation. I know not 
what buſineſs a Chriſtian has with ſuch meetings, 
unleſs to fignify his diſapprobation of them, at leaſt, 
3 by denying his preſence there. And, let me not 
} forget to fay, that there are even ſolemn meetings, 
which God's Soul hateth. Theſe are the aſſemblies 
of hypocritical worſhipers : Perſons who reſt in the 
form of Godlineſs, but denying the pover thereof. 
From 1 ſuch we mult turn away. 


db 
= 
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B. UT our text ſufficiently diſcriminates the gather- 
ing together of which it ſpeaks, by the expreſſive 
words IN MY NAME; Which confine the 
meaning to thoſe only, which are for the worſhip 
'' of Go D according to the direction which he him- 

| ſelf bath given. Such for inſtance i in the 


— 
— _ 
— 
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aſt, place, Are r meetings for prayer to Go b and ſing- 
5 $19 praiſes, To ſuch our text immediately refers; 
ig * -D ſee 


—— ; 


prayer. Doubtleſs the words of out text would af- 
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the verſe preceding; If two of you ſhall agree on 
earth as touching any thing that they ſh ſhall alk, it 
ſhall be done for them of my Father, which is in 


Heaven. Prayer is the daily and delightful buſi- 
neſs of every true and lively Chriſtian. If it ne- 
ver could with propriety be ſaid of a ſinner before 
his converſion, it may and will be faid after it, as 


was ſaid of Saul of Tarſus, Behold he proyeth. To 
plead and prevail with Goo, is the buſineſs and 
bleſſedneſs of every true Iſraelite. Pray always, is 
one of the ſacred and important precepts of the New 
Teſtament. [Jzsvs was much in prayer, both pri- 
vate and ſocial ; and bath given us commandment 


that we ſhould follow his ſteps. Therefore, pray- 


er meetings are not peculiar to modern times. So 
early as the days of Enos, Men united in calling 


upon the name of the Lond. The tabernacle in 
the days of Moſes, was called the tabernacle of the 


congregation, becauſe there the people aſſembled to 


pray. The firſt temple was called the houſe of pray 


er. And we read both in Luke 18. 20. and 44s g. 
1. of perſons going up into the ſecond temple to 
pray. Public prayer is as much a New, as it was 


an Old Teſtament ordinance. When the Diſciples 


returned from ſeeing the aſcenſion of their LoRD 


and Maſter on Mount Olivet, they went up into an 


upper room and there continued with one accord in 


prayer and ſupplication, with the women, and Mary | 


the mother of I xsus, and with his brethren. It is 
likewiſe recorded of thoſe who were afterwards ad- 
ded to the Church, that they continued ſtedfaſtly in 


ford 


* 
ford them great encouragement ſo to do; and be it 
obſerved, that the ſame words ſtill hold out the ſame 
encouragement to us, and will hold out the ſame to 
others when we are gone. Meeting for prayer then, 


are in the Name, i. e. by the authority, and accord- 


ing to the precept and example of our Loap and 
his Apoſtles, 


I likewiſe mentioned ſinging of praiſe ; and hap- 
py are they who ſing unto the Loxp, and make a 
joy ful noiſe to the rock of our ſalvation. Let them 

continue to come before his preſence with thankſ- 
giving, and make a joy ful noiſe unto him with Pſalms. 
Singing praiſe to Gop ſeems to be a part of moral 
worſhip, which was prattiſed before the ceremonial 
law was given; and conſequently continued after it 
was aboliſhed. Not only did Moſes ſing with Iſrael 
at the Red Sea, but ]zsvs likewiſe ſung an hymn 
with his Diſciples after he had inſtituted and celeb- 
rated the ſacred ſupper. And Churches under the 
New Teſtament are expreſs!'y commanded to ſing 
palms and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs. When we 
meet to pray with the Spirit, then let us ſing with 
the Spirit, and the underſtanding alſo: As fuch, our 
hopes of the SAVIOUR s preſence will not be diſap- 
en 


2d. Gathering together to read and hear the word 
of Gop, is to meet or aſſemble in the name of 
Cuxisr The word of Gop is handed down to us 
as a moſt valuable treaſure, not to be locked up out 
_— obo our ſight, but to be engraven in our very hearts. 
i. B 2 | The 
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The command of CHRIST to the Jews, to ſearch the 


Scriptures, is binding on our conſciences, and on 
the conſciences of all wherever the Scriptures come. 


| Moles and the Prophets, the Goſpels and Epiſtles, 
with all the other parts of Holy Writ, are carefully 


to be read, as containing a revelation of the mind 


and will of Gov. Thoſe who will not hear them, 


would not be perſuaded though one roſe from the 
dead. When ]zsvs went into the ſynagogue, it was 
his cuſtom to ſtand up to read, and then expound | 


what he had read; fee Luke 4. 16. This aſcended 
SAviOuxR has appointed paſtors and teachers in his 


Church; and having beſtowed. upon them gifis for 


the work of the miniſtry, he has enjoined it upon 


them to preach, not themſelves, but the word : And 
thoſe who preach the word, muſt preach Cuzisr ; 


| becaule the word is a revelation of him, Where 
the word of Gop is 1cad and preached, there the 


name of CHRIST will be recorded, and there will he 
come and bleſs, His name will be recorded as a ne- 
ceſſary SAVIOUR; for if the word be heard in its 
full meaning, it will ſtop every mouth, and prove 
all men ruilty before Gon; and as ſuch, incapable 


ol being juſtified by the law of Moſes. His name 
will be recorded as a ſuitable Saviour, having eve- 
ry thing the poor ſinner wants; eye-falve to anoint 


the eyes of his benighted mind, precious blood to 
cleavſe him from all in, a robe of perfe&righteoul- 
neſs to cover his naked foul, power to vanquith all 
foes; in a word, as having grace to help in every 
time of necd, and a crouvn of eternal life to beſtoẽ- 


alter deach. His name wil bg recorded as a loving, 


willing, 
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willing, and compaſhonate Saviour. His love 
will be diſplayed as having heights and depths, lengths 
and breadths infinitely unmeaſurable. Likewile as 
being ſovereign, immutable, and without end. It 
will be ſhewn, that he is ſo willing to ſave, that he 


came down from Heaven for that very purpoſe : 
| Yea, to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt. For 
this end he both lived and died, and roſe again, and 


now lives in Heaven, He is equally as willing, as 


he is able, to ſave all them to the uttermoſt, that 
come unto Gon by him. Nor is he leſs a compal- 


ſionate and ſympathiſing SAVvioux. His bowels 
always melt with pity, He weeps with them that 
weep. As being the Head, he feels what every 
member ſuffers. He takes all the kindneſſes or un- 
kindneſſes ſhewn to them that obey him, as if per- 
ſonally done to himſelf. Thus his name is record- 
ed, wherever his glorious Goſpel comes. Who 
would not then gather together to read and hear 
the good Word of Gop. But in the 


gd. place, I obſerve we gather together in 
CuRISsT's name, when we meet for the purpoſes of 
rehgious converſation. David ſaid, Come all ye 
that fear Gov and I will tell you what he hath done 


for my ſoul. In ancient times, they that feared the 


Lo xp ſpake often to one another. They were up- 
on ſpeaking terms, and they {o ſpake as to pleaſe 
the LORD. We are commanded to exhort one ano- 
ther daily, leſt any of us be hardened through the 
deceitfulneſs of ſin. We are likewiſe to comfort 
ourſelves together, and to edify one another. We 
are to conſider one another to provoke unto love 


and 


L 4 1 
and good works; and not to forſake the alſembling 
of ourſelves together, as the manner of ſome is, 
but to exhort one another, and ſo much the more 
as we ſee the day approaching. As every man hath } 
received 1he gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one to 
Another, as good ſtewards of the manifold Grace 1 
of Gop. It is not uncommon for men of buſineſs 
and ſcience to have meetings for conference rela- 
tive to the ſame. Phyſicians have their conſultati- 
ons. Lawyers, warriors, and ſtateſmen have deri- 
ved great advantages from their ſeveral councils. — 
Conferences among Chriſtians are equally proper. 
They have many enemies to encounter. Many dif- 
ficulties and dangers in their way through life ; and 
have need to be wiſe as Serpents, and at the ſame - [4 
time, harmleſs as Doves; and, by converſing to- = 
_ gether they will impart knowledge to one another, 
ſo that every one's underſtanding will be greatly en- | 
HR riched. Let them therefore aſſociate to aſſiſt one 


j another, by their beſt counſel and advice. The 
| Communion of Saints is an article of their Creed, 

1 and they need not be aſhamed to praftiſe, what they 
þ | are not aſhamed to profeſs. He who joined the 


| two diſciples, when converſing in their way to Em- 
\F maus, will not diſappoint the expeQations of thoſe 
| | who hope for his preſence 1 in their Chriſtian con- 
| | | ferences. 


 4thly. I diem we gather together in the n name' 
of CurisT when we meet at his table to comme- 
morate his death. This was the laſt ordinance that 
Cxnr1sT inftituted before he was crucified; and the 
obſervance of it is to be continued till he ſhall come 
at 
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at the laſt day. In che very night in which he was | 
betrayed, when his Soul was overwhelmed with ſor- 
row, he did not forget thoſe who ſhould afterwards, 
even to the end of the world, remember him.— 
Then did he ſpread his table with the moſt delicious 
fare for the entertainment of his followers, to the 
end of their pilgrimage. Let us not make light of 
this divine repaſt. Cux1sr our paſſover is ſacrifi- 
ced for us; therefore let us keep the feaſt: Let us 
continue ſtedfaſtly, not only in the Apoſtle's doc- 
trine, and fellowſhip, and prayers; but likewiſe, in 
breaking of bread: And, as often as we eat the 
bread and drink the cup, be careful to ſhew the 
. Loxvy's death till he come. The Loxp is "—_ | 
preſent at his own table. 


5sthhy and laſtly, We may be ſaid to gather rs. 
ther in the name of CHRIST, when we enter upon 
the duties of religion in his ſtrength, and depend 
upon his atonement and interceſſion for their ac- 
ceptance. When we come together to worſhip 
Gov in a dependence upon the Grace and Spirit of 
Cunts for aſſiſtance, and upon his merit and righ- 
teouſneſs for acceptance, regarding him both as our 
way to the Father, and Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, then are we met together in his name,— 
What IEsus told his Diſciples we daily find true in 
ourſelves, That without him we can do nothing. 1. e. 
Nothing truly and ſpiritually good. But the weak- 
eſt Chriſtian may adopt the Apoſtle's words and 
ſay, I can do all things through CHRIST which 
ſtrengtheneth me. We muſt be ſtrong in the Lox p 
and the power of his might. All our ſucirhcy 1 is 


of 
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of him. Strong in the Grace that is in CHRIST 
Ixsus, we can perform every duty, defeat every 
adverſary, and patiently endure the moſt grievous 
and weighty afllictions. If we go at all, we muſt 
go in the ſtrength of the Loxv'Gov, and make 
mention of his righteouſneſs, even of his only.— 
When the ſtripling David went out to meet Goliah 
the Philiſtine giant, he ſaid, I come to thee in the 
name, 1. e. in the ſtrength of the Loxp of Hoſts, 
the Gow of the Armies of Iſrael, whom thou haſt 
defied. And in the 20th. pſalm he ſays, the name, 
i. e. the ſtrength of the Gov of Jacob defend thee; 
and again, In the name, i. e. in the ſtrength of our 
_ Gon, we will fet up our banners; And again, Some 
truſt in chariots and ſome in horſes, but we will re— 
member the name, i. e. the. ſtrength of the Lox p 
our Gop. And, after all our beſt ſervices, per- 
formed in his ſtrength, we mult reckon ourlelves 
unproluable ſervants. Our perſons and performan- 
ces are accepted in a way that for ever excludes 
boaſting from us, and ſecures all the praiſe to the 
glory of 'Gov's free and boundleſs Grace, In the 
name of Ixsus our petitions muſt be offered, and 
our praiſes accepted; Yea, whatſoever we do in 
word or deed, we muſt do all in the name of the 
Lony Jz8vs Cunibr.“ John 14. 10. Col. 8. 1. 


I now proceed in the 

II. place, to point out the purpoſes for which 
Cur18T will be preſent, where two or three are ga- 
thered together 1 in his name. 
1 would 


E N 

J would obſerve in general that his defigns in be- 
ing preſent at ſuch meetings, are the moſt kind and 
gracious. In 7Job 1. 6. we read of a certain day 
when the ſons of Gop came to preſent themſelves 
before the Lox», and it is ſaid that Satan came al- 
ſo among them. He continues to do the fame till, 
when the ſons of Gop meet together. But his de- 
ſigns are unkind and malicious. He comes, not to 
promote, but prevent devotion. Where' the ſeed 
of the kingdom is ſown, he comes to ſow tares and 
diſſention, He, the wicked one, comes, as is ſaid 
of him in reſpett of the way- ſide hearers, to take a- 
way the word out of their hearts, leſt they ſhould 
believe and be ſaved, But ]z5us. is not the wick- 
ed one. He is the Holy One, and the Juſt, He 
is not an adverſary, but a friend that ſticketh cloſer 
than a brother. When he comes among his waiting 
ſervants, it is not, like Satan, to diſturb the calm; 
but, like himſelf, to allay the ſtorm. When he ſays 
It is I they have no cauſe to be afraid. But more 
pertieularly I would remark in the 


1ſt. place, That Cu n1sr is in the midſt of kis all 
ſembled ſaints, to obſerve and approve their inten. 
tions. He comes to view his gueſts, —to ſee that 
they have not left their hearts behind, but are all 
preſent, hungering and thirſting for the proviſions 
of his houſe. To ſee that they are not aſſembled 
from motives of curioſity, or any other carnal gra- 
thcation; but, that while they have fellowſhip one 
>. with 
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with another, they may at the ſame time have fel- 


| lowſhip with the Father, and with his Son Jzsus 


CuRIsT. Theſe piqus intentions he 1s preſent to 
approve, and to give them their heart's deſire. He 
will be preſent, I note 


2ndly, To ſupply all their wants, They lack 
wiſdom, and as his Diſciples, come unto him for 
inſtruction. They ſit like Mary at his feet; and in 
ſo doing, they do wiſely; for he is a Teacher come 


down from God, and knows all things. He is an 
Interpreter, one among a thouſand, and will not 
only open his mouth to give them inſtruftions, but 
likewiſe, their underſtandings to receive the ſame. 
He will daily inſtruct them more perfectly in the 
things that belong to their everlaſting peace. Learn- 
ing of him they will become better acquainted with 


the evil of ſin, the worth of their ſouls, the vanity 


of the creatures, and the devices of Satan. They 
_ will grow in Grace and in the knowledge and love 


of ]zsUs CuRISsT. They will learn of him to be 


meek and lowly in heart, and ſo find reſt unto their 


ſouls. As he will be in the midſt of them to in- 
ſtruct, ſo likewiſe to ſtrengthen them in every thing 
that is good: In their zeal againſt fin, and for the 
truth as it is in JesUs, In their oppoſition to the 
world, and conformity to himſelf. In their reſolu- 
tions and purpoſes of heart to cleave unto the Lok p. 


In their defires and endeavours to glorify Goo and 


be with him in Heaven. In a word, he will be in 


| the midſt to bleſs them with all ſpiritual bleffings.— 


Do they come to ſeek the bleſſing of pardon ? They 


| fall find him preſent with power to forgive ſin, and 


| bid 


1 
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bid them go in peace. He vill give them red emp- 
tion through his blood; ſtrong conſolation; yea, 


everlaſting conſolation and good hope through 
Grace. Do they come with their prayers and ſa- 


crifices of praiſe? He will be in the midſt, as the 


altar on which they may be offered with acceptance. 
They come hungry, and he is in the midſt of them 
as the true manna, the bread of life, that they may 
be fed. They come thirſty and he is in the midſt 
as the water of life, wherewith they may be refreſh- 


ed. Sometimes it may be they come weeping, and 


and him in the midſt to wipe their ſorrows dry.— 
What ſhall I ſay more? They come empty, and 
find in him a rich plenitude of every thing that is 
good and deſirable. O for ſuch times of refreſhing 
from the preſence of the Loa p! In the eſteem of 


all who have been favored with them, they are bet 


ter than life itſelf. 


Bur it may be proper here to obſerve, that al- 
though Carisr be always in the midſt of two or 
three who are gathered together in his name, yet 
they have not always the ſame comfortable mani- 
feſtation thereof. Sometimes he hides his ſmiling 
face, even in his ordinances. He is ſought and ſo- 


licited as he once was by the woman of Canaan, 


and for a time anſwers not a word; and when he 
does, rather gives a repulſe, than an anſwer of 
peace. At ſuch ſeaſons, let us not ſuppoſe that he 


Hath forgotten to be gracious: That he is worſe than 
his promiſe. It can not be. His deſign towards us 


is the ſame as to the woman above mentioned. It 
Is to ſtir up our deſires after him, and exerciſe our 
C2 «ah 


thy faith, be il unto thee even as thou wilt, Some- 
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faith in his word; and when our patient and perſe- 
vering importunity hath had its perfect work, the 


illue will be, as it was with hers, O woman, great is 


times I xs us brings us into his ordinances, as the 
Jews were brought into the wilderneſs, to be tried 
and humbled: To ſearch and probe, as well as to 
heal the wounds of our ſouls. When we are ga- 
thered together to hear his word, he will be preſent 
to give us that portion which beſt ſuits our conditi- 
on; and perhaps it may be a word of reproof, or 


ſharp rebuke, which may prick us to the very heart; 


but all ſuch powerful operations of the ſacred word 
are bleſſed proofs of the Saviovr'spreſence, and 
of his kindeſt intentions to our immortal ſouls. — 
This leads me in the 


7 


1119. and laſt have to deduce ſome inferences 
from the whole. And 


ift, F rom the words of our zext I infer, that 


our LoD would have us conceive of him as being 


more than man ; becauſe he plainly ſpeaks of being 
preſent in more places than one at the ſame time; 


laying, Where two or three are gathered together 


in my name, there am I in the midſt of them. If 
the words in Exod. 20. 24, In all places where I re- 


cord my name I will come unto thee, expreſs the Om- 


nipreſence of God, I ſhould think the words of the 
text expreſs the Omnipreſence of our LoD JESUS 
CuRisr. It muſt be owned that they are intended 
to encourage perſons in all places, to aſſemble to- 
vcr, in hopes of the preſence of Cur1sT; which 

| certainly 
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certainly would be vain, if he were confined to one 
place, as every mere man neceſſarily is. To ſup- 
poſe, as ſome. do, that our Lox» only intends be- 
ing preſent by his authority, as a King is ſald to be 
preſent in all parts of his dominions, where perſons 
deputed to repreſent him, act by his authority, ſure- 

ly is not to give a ſenſe of the words more conſiſtent 
with the general language of the New Teſtament, 
than that which their plain literal meaning ſeems to 
convey ; nor does it give a ſenſe better calculated 
to promote the deſign of them, as tending more to 
_ excite and encourage perſons in all places, to per- 
form the great and important duties of ſocial and 
public worſhip. Neither has it any tendency to re- 
preſent the paſſage in a light more juſt, beautiful, 
and obvious; but, on the contrary, it enervates 
the force of the expreſſion, making thereof mere 
tautology. Can we believe that the adorable I E- 
sus, that great and eminent Speaker, of whom 
his very enemies were conſtrained to ſay, Never 
man ſpake like this Man, —is it poſſible that we can 
believe, that on a ſubject fo very important and in- 
tereſting, he would expreſs himſelf in a ſtile ſo emp- 
ty, trifling, and careleſs, as the above ſuppoſition 
makes him to do? ſaying, Where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, 1. e. by my autho- 
rity, there am I in the midſt of them, 1. e. by my 
authority,? Let us not attempt by ſuch pitiful evaſi- 
ons, to ſet aſide a doftrine fo replete with conſola- 
tion, as that of Cnn1sr's Omnipreſence is found 
to be, both by living and dying Chriſtians. It is 
ſaid of Satan, whoſe name is Legion, that he goes 
| ; tO 
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to and fro in the earth, walking up and down, and 
about, ſeeking whom he may devour ; but [zsvs, 
who is the deſtroyer of Satan, is every where pre- 
ſent. Lo he is always with them that love him, 


particularly ſo, when they gather Ne in his 
name. I proceed to infer 425 


an That if Curtsr will be preſent in any 
place where two or three aſſemble in his name, then 
we need not pay much attention to places. Yet 
alas! it appears, not only from the queſtion propo- 
ſed to Iæsus by the woman of Samaria, but likewiſe 
by the condutt of perſons in general, that it is natu- 
ral to fallen man, to pay more attention to places 
and forms of religious worſhip, thanto the intenti- 
on, ſincerity, and ſpirituality thereof. , But, from 
our Loxp's reply to the Samaritan woman; from his 
| own general conduR, and that of his Apoſtles; from 
the words of our text, and the whole tenor of the 
New Teſtament; it manifeſtly appears to be at once 
both our duty and intereſt, above all things, in our 
. worſhip, to ſee that it be ſuch as God requires at our 
| hands, and will accept from us. In a word, that 
ve worſhip him in ſpirit and truth. They who pre- 
fer any worſhip, ſays Mr. Henry, merely for the ſake 
olf the place in which it is performed, though it were 
as magnificient, and as ſolemnly conſecrated as the 
temple of Solemon, forget that the hour is come in 
which there is no difference, in God's account, be- 
tween Jeruſalem, which had been ſo famous for 
fanftity, and the mountain of Samaria, which had 
been ſo infamous for 1 impiety. My brethren, the 


queſtion. 


queſtion is not where, but how we worſhip the LoR D 
Let us labour therefore to be right in the eſſentials, 
as the moſt likely method to put an end to all ſtrife 
about the circumſtantials of our religion. The moſt 
effeQuual way to make up differences in the leſſer 
matters of religion, ſays the above mentioned pious 
and pithy writer, is to be more zealous in the great- 
er; and adds, that they who make it the matter of 
their care to worſhip in the Spirit, one would think 
ſhould not make it the matter of their ſtrife, whe- 
ther their worſhip be performed here or there. —— 
Chriſtianity allows us to pray everywhere. All pla- 
ces are alike near Heaven. Certain ones however, 
for the purpoſes of ſocial worſhip, if poſſible, muſt 
be had. Paul ſpeaks of the members of the Church 
ol Corinth coming together in one place. 1 Cor. 11. 
20. And before that Church was planted, we read 
of an upper room into which the Apoſtles and Diſ- 
ciples went up, on their return from the aſcenſion 
of Cur1sT ; perhaps the ſame room in which he 
had celebrated the paſſover and inſtituted the ſupper 
the night preceeding his death; and, as ſome think, 
the very ſame in which they were aſſembled with 
one accord on the day of Pentecoſt, when the Ho- 
Ly GHosr viſibly deſcended upon them. The pri- 
mitive Chriſtians were thankful for ſuch places as 
they could obtain. Let us be fo likewiſe. I will 
repeat what I have ſaid befere : Thoſe are the beſt 
places of religious worſhip, which are beſt calcula- 
ted for that purpoſe. I do not mean in point of 
grandeur and elegance, but decency and conveni- 
ence. I truſt you need not be told, that you have 
. 8 no 
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no more reaſon to hope for the divine preſence in 
this place, than you had to hope for that ineſtima- 
ble favor, in the place in which you aſſembled be- 
fore; yet as this is. far more convenient, I moſt fin- 
cerely rejoice that you have it in poſſeſſion ; and 
congratulate you all on your preſent enjoyment, 
and pleaſing profpeRts in the matter of Goſpel pri- 
vileges. - I think myſelf happy and greatly honored 
in having been at all inſtrumental to your good ac- 
comodation therein: And I thus publicly and 
fincerely thank all thoſe generous fouls, whether 
preſent or abſent, who by their prayers and purſes 
have moſt cheerfully given you their aſſiſtance i in 
f this moſt bie undertaking. 


5 Snow LD any of my knees feel themſelves Mr 


clined to deſpiſe this place of worſhip, becauſe deſ- 
titute of bells and ſteeple, quire: and altar, with 
matters of that ſort; I muſt take the liberty to tell 
them, that I doubt they would: make poor compa- 
nions for Tesvs Cur1sT, when he went about preach- 
ing the Goſpel in houſes, in /hips, and on mountains: 
as likewiſe for his Apoſtles, when they were ſo much 
perſecuted for their nonconformity to the religions 
eſtabliſhed by men, in oppoſition to that which they 
had been taught by JESUS CHRIST. Let me inform 
ſuch perſons further, that we experience no incon- 
venience from the want of thoſe things of which 
they make ſo great an account: And we recom- 
mend it to them, ſeriouſly to conſider, that the 
Moſt High dwelleth not in temples, made with hands, 
as ſaid the — but that he will look to the 
Man, 
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Man, even to hin that is poor and of a contrite ſpi- 
rit, and who trembleth at his words: Yea, that he 


is nigh to all them that call upon him, to all that 
call upon him 1 in truth. Z + 


. 


' gdly, That if Cnk1sT will be in the midi to bleſ: 
a who are met in his name, then, as ever we 
would do good in our generation, we muſt uſe our 
utmoſt endeavours to promote ſuch meetings. The 
Gop of this world, and ungodly men in it, have 
taken large pains to hinder ſuch meetings; when 
they could do it by no other or more effettual way, 
they have attempted it by cafting the fouleſt odiums 
upon them. It would be a ſhame for the ſervants 
of God to ſee his enemies more zealous to prevent 
than they are promote meetings for his worſhip. — 

With the unfruitful works of darkneſs they muſt 

have no fellowſhip. When ſinners entice, they 
muſt not conſent: But, they muſt be glad when 
others ſay to them, and as ſuch, ,muſt themſelves 
ſay to others, Come, let us go up to the hauſe of 
the Loxp, The more I have conſidered the great 
good reſulting from meetings in the name of CR IST, 
the more I am convinced that the promoting of them 
is, of all others, the very beſt charity. Thoſe who 
have paid attention to the matter, will readily allow 


that the preaching of the pure Goſpel, and the holy 


lives of the preachers of it, have, by the bleſſing of 
Gon, produced the moſt happy effects in many pla- 
ces. Perſons in general have been greatly civilized 
and much reformed in their manners, whilſt thoſe 


in whom the good word has wrought effettually, 
D | have 
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| have aſpired to hs higheſt pitch of Chriſtian holi- 
ness. The habits of induſtry, ſobriety, frugality, 
and prudence, to which the Goſpel has a tendency 
to lead perſons, will be found excellent preſerva- 
tives againſt extreme indigence ; and if, by the vi- 
ſitations of Gop in his wiſe and unerring provi- 
dence, ſome be greatly reduced, the ſame glorious 
_ Goſpel will have a tendency to expand the hearts, 
and open the bowels of compaſſion, in thole who 
are affluent, towards their neceſſitous and afflited 
brethren. 5 Suffer me for a moment to dwell on the 
bleſſedneſs of a preached Goſpel. O how it is cal- 
culated to alarm the careleſs and ſecure ſinner, to 
| ſtop him in his mad career, and excite him to flee 
from the wrath to come! How many have gone to 
the hearing of it with no better intention, than to 
_ ridicule and perſecute ; but have returned unable 
either to gainſay or reſiſt what they have heard : — 
Nay more, owning that they went with minds filled 
with prejudice and enmity againſt what they did not 
underſtand ; and that they have returned fully con- 
vinced, that the word of the Loxd is quick and 
powerful, ſharper than any two edged ſword, it 
having pricked them even'to the heart, and excited 
them to cry out, What muſt we do to be ſaved? 
Moreover, how is the Goſpel calculated to heal 
the wounded ſpirit, and give effettual eaſe to the 
ſin-troubled conſcience ; ſetting forth the boundleſs 
riches of divine mercy and grace in I Es vs the great 
Propitiatory ſacrifice, in whom there is pardon for 
the guilty, cleanſing for the filthy, and compleat 
. juſtihcation, even for all the ungodly, who believe 
3 005 | in 
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in him! O how much better a ſacrifice is here than 

thoſe of the bulls and goats, than thouſands of rams, 

and ten thouſands of rivers of oil; yea, than our 
firſt-born ſons, were we willing to offer them for the 
fin of our fouls! Thanks be to Gov for Ixsus 
Cukisr! Once more, how is the Goſpel calcula- 
ted to ſuccour the tempted, ſupport the afflicted, 

and nouriſh the ſoul to life everlaſting! In it are 
words both of precept and promiſe, caution, in- 
ſtruction, and conſolation, which are, to all who 
receive them in ſeaſon, as apples of gold in pictures 
of filver. They are ſweeter than honey, and dear- 
er than thouſands of ſilver and gold. They are 
more than neceſſary food, they are marrow and fat- 
neſs; yea, the joy and rejoicing of the heart. — 
They have been found to yield the ſweeteſt conſo- 
lation in the ſharpeſt trials, and the moſt triumphant | 
joy at che very hour: of nature's dffoltion. 


4thly, If Cnrtsr will be preſent with 1 that 
meet in his name, then let us come together in the 
moſt lively hopes and expectations of his preſence 
and bleſſing. Let us loſe no opportunity for meet. 
ing in the Saviour's name; but beware of reſting 
in a round of duties. A multiplicity of religious 
performances, unleſs religiouſly and properly per- 
formed, will be of no avail. When the temple 
worſhip was at its higheſt pitch of outward pomp, | 
and rights and ceremonies moſt abounded, even 
then, the Gop of Heaven deſpiſed and rejetted all 
thoſe who reſted in the bare performance of the 
_ outward ſervices. My brethren, it muſt not ſuffice 

| us 


— p 6 — — 


— — 


[ a8 1 


us to ſay we have fo often attended the houſe of 


Gop; but it muſt be our great concern to experi- 
ence the enjoyment of his preſence there. Nothing 


ſhort of this will ſatisſy a real ſaint. Thoſe who 


content themfelves with a mere attendance on out- 


ward ordinances, and look upon thoſe as deluded 

fanatics who ſpeak of ſpiritual enjoyments and near- 
neſs to Gop, att a part unworthy of rational be- 
ings, and highly 1 injurious to their own ſouls, What! 
Js it infallibly certain that none enjoy a ſenſe of the 
Saviou'spreſence in his ordinances, becauſe mere 
formaliſts in religion ſay, that they themſelves do 
not? They have not come with any ſuch deſires or 


expedtations; and is it any wonder that they have 


not found what they did not ſeek? Can they be 
Proper and competent judges of what other people 
nave found, who have ſought in a way and manner 
quite different from theirs? Is it rational to admit 
their evidence in a matter of ſuch importance, and 
of which they have no certain knowledge ? Rather 
let us give ear to thoſe who ſpeak as the oracles of 
Gon, and ſay, We have drawn nigh to Gop, and 
he hath drawn nigh to us. We have fought him, 
and found him. We have ſeen his power, and glo- 
ry in his ſanQtuary. He hath bleſſed the proviſions 


of his houſe, and ſatisfied our ſouls with the choice 
dainties thereof. It is good for us to draw near to 
him in his ordinances. We love the habitation of 


his houſe. How amiable are his tabernacles! A 


day in his courts is better than a thouſand. The 
one thing we will ſeek after, ſhall be to dwell in the 
houſe of the Loip > all the days of our life, to be- 


hold 
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hold the beauty of the Loan, and to enquire in his 


temple. O happy ſouls, that are in ſuch a ſtate !— 


With them numbered may we be! I will now in 
the 


Laſt bs! conchitle with a ſhort word of * 


to thoſe who intend ſtatedly to worſhip the Lozp 
In this place. My brethren, you will now be con- 


ſidered as a congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
Suffer me to exhort you not to diſſent either from 


the doftrine or diſcipline which Jesvs hath efta- 
bliſhed. If the rites and ceremonies of the Church 


of England were eſtabliſhed by him, I flatter my- 


ſelf they would not be oppoſed by us; but of. many 


of them, we are not able to find ſo much as the ſha- 
dow, in the whole book of Gop : As ſuch, we think 


our diſſent from them, perfectly conſiſtent with the 


allegiance due to Cuxis r. You are now my friends, 


to call no man maſter upon earth, one is your maſ- 
ter, even Cur1sT, whoſe kingdom is not of this 


world. You have now the liberty to worſhip Gop 


according to his word, and the dictates of your own 

conſcience, without any one daring to make you 
afraid. You have the liberty to chooſe your own 

ſpiritual paſtors and teachers, as much as you have 


to chooſe your own lawyers and phyſicians. - May 
you never be robbed of, but always divinely aſſiſt- 


ed in, the uſe of liberty! The eyes of many will 


be upon you, be it your concern that they may ſee 
nothing i in you, but what they might wiſh to have 


done themſelves, if lying on the bed of death.— 


Allow to others the liberty you take for yourſelves; 
and 


* 
. 
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and as you call no man maſter, de no man- 8 7 
vant. Leave all but yourſelves to the deciſion of 
the laſt day. Finally, my brethren, be ye all of 
one mind to do good. Love as brethren. Live 


in peace: And the Gop of love and Pence ſhall be 


with you. Amen. 


THE END. 
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n Page 6. Line 2 g after be, place a comma inſtead of 


a period. 
9 7 2—for affemblies, read aſſemblies. 
11 4—for meeting, read meetings. 32 
| 26—inſtead of 2d. read andly. 
13 12—for ſympathiſing, read ſympathizing. 
mY 23 g—inſtead of Theſe, read Their. 
21 17—before mere tautology, place the ar- 
ticle a, 
22 27—for Solemon, read Solomon, 
_ 23 28—for befere, read before, 
24 19—inſtead of would make, read, would 


have made, 


<< - 


| There are a few other trifling errors in the punctu- 
ation, which the candid Reader it is hoped will over- 
book. 5 
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